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Luke 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Luke, a close companion of the apostle Paul 

 According to tradition, Luke was a Gentile (seemingly confirmed by Paul in Col. 4:11, 14); if this is true, he is 

the only Gentile to write one of the books of the Bible; He wrote both Luke and Acts 

 Very little is known about him; he rarely included personal details in his writing; was a frequent companion of 

Paul on missionary journeys; Paul referred to him as a physician 

 Luke and Acts appear to have been written around the same time, and give an overview of the events of early 

Christianity (life of Jesus and beginning of the church); Date: likely 60 or 61 AD 

Background and Setting 
 Though Luke wrote specifically to “Theophlius,” he had in mind a much larger audience 

 He provided eyewitness accounts; his desire was to give an ordered account of the events of Jesus’ life 

 He compiled his account from various other sources; the process of inspiration, however, never bypasses or 

overrides the personalities, vocabularies, and styles of the human authors of Scripture; Luke’s research is no 

exception; the Holy Spirit guided and used Luke’s research to give us this Gospel 

Key People 

 Elizabeth: godly wife of Zechariah and mother of John the Baptist 

 Zechariah: Jewish priest and father of John the Baptist 

 John the Baptist: prophet and forerunner who announced the coming of the Messiah 

 Mary: the virgin mother of Jesus 

 The Twelve Disciples: Simon Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, James (son of Alphaeus), 

Thomas, Thaddeus, Simon, Matthew, Judas Iscariot 

 Herod the tetrarch: son of Herod the Great; had John the Baptist executed and participated in the trials of Jesus 

 Pilate: Roman governor who ordered the crucifixion of Jesus in place of Barabbas 

 Mary Magdalene: devoted follower of Jesus; first to see him after his resurrection 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Luke 
 Purpose 

 Luke intended to be accurate, in order, and give readers a basis for their knowledge of Jesus (1:1-4) 

 Style 

 Luke’s style is that of a scholarly, well-read author 

 He wrote as a meticulous historian, often giving details that helped identify the historical context of the 

events he described; Luke is the longest book in the New Testament  

 Nativity Account: Luke’s account is the most extensive in all the Gospels and more polished in its style 

 Emphasis on the Holy Spirit 

 Mary conceived via the Holy Spirit (1:35) 

 John the Baptist was promised to be filled with the Holy Spirit (1:15) 

 Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit (1:41) 
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 So was Zechariah (1:67) 

 Simeon had the Holy Spirit upon him (2:25) 

 Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit (4:14) 

 Jesus led by the Spirit into the wilderness, full of the Holy Spirit as He went (4:1) 

 At Jesus’ baptism, the Holy Spirit came upon Him (3:22)—anointed with power 

 Jesus began His ministry with the statement, “the Spirit of the Lord is upon me” (4:18) 

 Luke closes the book with the promise of the coming empowering of the Holy Spirit (24:29) 

 Emphasis on Jesus and prayer 

 Luke records nine times when Jesus prayer, seven of which are only found in Luke 

 Emphasis on joy more than other gospels 

 Joy is the response to the Spirit 

 Seen also in Jesus’ teachings 

 Emphasis on the title “Son of Man” 

 Emphasis on the poor 

 Life of Jesus is an example: He left heaven, entered poverty, and is now glorified; his earthly parents were 

poor 

 Jesus’ preaching and ministry to the poor identifies him as Messiah 

 Luke emphasizes the exalted state of the poor vs. the position of the rich who will not enter heaven 

 It’s not how wealthy you are, but how you value money; giving principle: Give as much as you can 

 Emphasis on Jesus and Children  

 The Great Reversal 

 A running theme is Jesus’ compassion for Gentiles, Samaritans, women, children, tax collectors, sinners, 

and others who were marginalized by society 

 Every time a tax collector is mentioned, it is in a positive sense 

 Luke shows how the Great Physician ministers to those most aware of their need 

 His emphasis on women is unique to the New Testament, as is the emphasis on Samaritans 

 Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled and everyone who humbles himself will be exalted; this is a 

metaphor for salvation 

Outline 
I. Prologue: Dedication to Theophilus and Statement of Purpose (1:1-4) 

II. Birth and Early Life of Jesus (1:5-2:52) 

a. Announcement of birth of John the Baptist (1:5-25) 

b. Announcement of birth of Jesus (1:26-38) 

c. Mary’s response (1:39-56) 

d. Birth and early life of John the Baptist (1:57-80) 

e. Birth of Jesus (2:1-7) 

f. Visit of the shepherds (2:8-20) 

g. The naming and presentation of Jesus (2:21-40) 

h. Jesus’ temple visit (2:41-52) 

III. Jesus’ early ministry (3:1-4:13) 

a. The ministry of John the Baptist (3:1-20) 
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b. The baptism of Jesus (3:21-22) 

c. The genealogy of Jesus (3:23-38) 

d. The temptation of Jesus (4:1-13) 

IV. Jesus’ Galilean Ministry (4:14-9:50) 

a. Rejection of Jesus in Nazareth (4:14-30) 

b. Early ministry in Galilee (4:31-6:11) 

c. The selection of the disciples (6:12-16) 

d. The sermon on the plain (6:17-49) 

e. Jesus’ responses to needy people (7:1-8:3) 

f. The parable of the sower (8:4-18) 

g. Miraculous activities of Jesus (8:19-56) 

h. Sending out the Twelve (9:1-9) 

i. Feeding the five thousand (9:10-17) 

j. Peter’s great confession (9:18-27) 

k. The transfiguration (9:28-36) 

l. Object lessons of Jesus (9:37-50) 

V. The Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:27) 

a. The characteristics of a true disciple (9:51-10:24) 

b. The parable of the good Samaritan (10:25-37) 

c. Teaching about obedience and prayer (10:38-11:13) 

d. Development of opposition (11:14-12:12) 

e. Warning about greed and anxiety (12:13-59) 

f. A ministry of teaching and healing (13:1-14:35) 

g. Parables on God’s forgiveness of sinners (15:1-32) 

h. Parables on the use of money (16:1-31) 

i. Teaching on forgiveness, faith, and gratitude (17:1-19) 

j. Parables on the coming of the kingdom (17:20-37) 

k. Parables on prayer (18:1-14) 

l. A commendation of humility (18:15-17) 

m. The rich young ruler (18:18-30) 

n. Prediction of Jesus’ death and resurrection (18:31-34) 

o. The approach to Jerusalem (18:35-19:27) 

VI. Jesus’ Final Week, Crucifixion, and Resurrection (19:28-22:53) 

a. Events of the passion week in Jerusalem (19:28-22:53) 

b. The trial of Jesus (22:54-23:25) 

c. The crucifixion of Jesus (23:26-49) 

d. The resurrection of Jesus (24:1-12) 

e. The post-resurrection 

ministry of Jesus (24:13-49) 

f. The ascension of Jesus 

(24:50-53) 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 


